MEDICAL NEWS.
[NOV* IV. The Duration of Pregnancy.?In the intern cases where the data are afforded, the average duration of pregnancy, calculating from the end of the last catamenia, was 273 days. But on the preceding computation little confidence can be placed, considering the class of patients from which the data are drawn.
V. The Number of the Pregnancy.?In 1459 cases, the number of the pregnancy is stated, namely, whether it is the first, second, or third time, &c., the woman has been pregnant; in 16 cases it is omitted. 398 women were delivered of their first children ; and thus the frequency of first deliveries was to that of all subsequent deliveries in the proportion of about 1 to 4. The following In one of the cases of still-birth under cranial presentation, the mother had convulsions during labour ; and, in another, the child was a male twin ; in a third, the cord was twisted twice around the neck ; in a fourth, the child exhibited marks of abdominal disease ; and in a fifth, the delivery was completed by perforation. Six of the dead children were born in labours complicated with hemorrhage during or before labour.
Of the 37 children born putrid, 18 were male and ] 9 female infants ; and the presentations were as follows :? The During pregnancy two of the mothers whose children were born putrid, laboured under syphilitic complaints; and a third was affected with ascites and anasarca.
In several of the still-born children which I took the opportunity of examining along with the pupils, effusion of coagulable lymph (the consequence of extensive inflammation) was found covering various parts of the peritoneal membrane.
VIII. The Length of the Children.?The extreme length or height of the child at birth is stated in 330 cases of single birth completed in the hospital. 169 of these children were male and 161 female.
Of the male children there measured in length?
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The cord became prolapsed in 13 cases.
The placenta presented partially along with some part of the infant in 3 cases.
In the preceding On the same morning, about a mile nearer Kilmarnock than the place where the body was found, or nearly two and a half miles from that town, a handkerchief was picked up from the road-side, with marks on the road beside it as if a person had sate there. On the evening before the deceased had been with his father and elder brother, and had left his father's house some time before eleven o'clock, to go to his master's, a distance of about two and a half miles?and he then had his watch, watchchain, and guard, and there was strong reason to believe he had some silver in his pockets, the remainder of his wages, which he had received not long before.
About eleven o'clock on the same morning on which the murdered body of the deceased was found, the accused applied to an acquaintance in Beith to pawn a watch for him?which he did, and brought to him the proceeds, namely, one pound. This watch was proved satisfactorily to be the watch of the murdered man?the watch which he had in his possession late in the evening before he was found dead on the road.
It was proved by the evidence of a barber, that an hour before, on the same morning, the accused had come to be shaved, and had desired his whiskers, which were very large, and also the hair below his chin, to be removed?the same barber had shaved him several times before, and but a small part of his face around his mouth had then been shaved? the shaving on the morning of the 27th May, made a considerable change in his appearance?the barber remarked to the rest of his customers, as M'Wheelan went away, that he had a strange and startled look. The evidence of the barber was confirmed by that of a surgeon, who had seen him that morning both before and after his whiskers and superfluous hair had been removed. The accused was traced most distinctly from Beith backwards to Kilmarnock, a distance of about fourteen miles, in the course of the morning of 27th May?at ten o'clock he was seen entering Beith by the Kilmarnock road; at nine o'clock he was seen two miles from Beith on the same road?at six o'clock in the morning he was at Dunlop, five and a half miles from Beith?at three o'clock in the morning he was seen by a person who walked for some distance along with him from the toll-bar at the end of the town of Kilmarnock on the Beith road. Between twelve and one o'clock a.m. he overtook a person in Kilmarnock who was walking smartly home in the direction leading from the Ayr road, the accused coming up behind at a quick pace; he invited this person, with whom he claimed a slight acquaintance, to join him in a glass of whisky?accordingly they adjourned to a spirit shop, and, while so engaged, his companion remarked that there was blood on the sleeve of his left arm, saying, " You have surely been murdering a man, or killing somebody's swineand when the accused turned round he saw a large stain of blood on his left knee, as if it had been dipped in blood?the accused said that he had had a quarrel about a lass, and, drinking off his glass,went quickly out; his companion waiting a little in expectation of his return?but he never came back. The handkerchief discovered on the road from Kilmarnock to Ayr on the morning of the murder, was not certainly identified as belonging to the accused; but several witnesses deposed to his having had in his possession, a few days before, a handkerchief exactly like it?and one who saw him with a handkerchief on the morning of the 26 th of May, said, that if he had found that handkerchief after the prisoner left the place where he was, he would certainly have suspected that it belonged to him. It was, moreover, proved that the prisoner was carrying about with him, some days before, a chisel exactly like that which was found covered with blood near the place of the murder. He had at the same time, about his person, a pointed steel rod, termed a widener, which was found on him when apprehended?and when asked, some days before, as to the use he intended to make of these instruments, he used some mysterious expressions, intimating, that if the one did not suffice, the other would. On one occasion, some days before the murder, a miner took both the instruments into his own hand, examining them, and at the trial he identified the chisel found beside the dead body as that which he had taken from the prisoner's hands for examination on that occasion ; he then remarked a spot of rust on it, which spot he afterwards observed on the chisel when first exhibited to him by the authorities?but at the time of the trial that spot of rust was no longer there. The prisoner left Beith in the afternoon of the 27th by railway for Johnston, but stopped at Lochwinnoch, and on the following day, Sunday the 28th, he was apprehended on a charge of robbing on that day the toll-house at Lochwinnoch?a sum of money being found on him corresponding to that missing at the toll-house. The judicial declarations made by the prisoner were altogether at variance with the distinct testimony of numerous witnesses on the trial; he denied that he had disposed of a watch, and declined to explain where he got the money which he acknowledged he had on the day the body of the deceased was found; he denied, also, any knowledge of his clothes having been stained with blood, and that he had attempted to wash stains of blood from them. Besides the testimony of the witnesses who had seen the accused before his apprehension, and of Dr Haldane and a washerwoman who had inspected them after his apprehension, a minute report as to the presence of blood-stains was presented from Professor Rainy of Glasgow. The chief points brought out in exculpation were, that the watch was pawned in his own name ; that the guard-chain known to have been attached to it was nowhere discovered ; the assertion by two females, that there were blood-stains on the prisoner's clothes three weeks before the murder, and that they had assisted in removing them with whiting ; the testimony of a boy, that he had, in the beginning of May, given a cast in his cart at the time it contained slaughtered calves, to a man he could almost swear was the prisoner; and the testimony of a boy and a man, that they had seen a person who was not the prisoner, at nine o'clock on the morning of the murder, about three miles from the place where the body was found, with blood upon his vest?the man did not see the blood, but said that the boy spoke to him of it at the time ?they did not then know of the murder ; they saw him twice within twenty minutes, first going towards the place of the murder, and then in the direction from that place. The jury unanimously found a verdict of guilty, and, after sentence of death had been pronounced, the prisoner said, " I got the watch, though I never said it before, from a man named Hall, in Kilmarnock."
If any thing were wanting to prove how perfectly circumstantial evidence, when distinctly brought out and well supported, may demonstrate guilt, this case supplies the deficiency. The common objection to circumstantial evidence as the sole proof of guilt, applies only to the manifest hazard of injustice from the effect of mere prima facie circumstances of guilt on the minds of an uneducated, and perhaps prejudiced jury. But where, as in the case before us, every circumstance is well attested, and all the circumstances are distinctly connected together into one whole, we confess we should prefer such proof to any ordinary amount of direct testimony unsupported by decisive circumstances.
In well-supported circumstantial evidence, there is even much less hazard of being led astray by conspiracy, popular excitement, or error of identity, than in ordinary direct testimony. Direct testimony, under improbable circumstances, must be rejected ; the same, unsupported by circumstances, is to be suspected; but let the circumstances be clear, connected, and sufficiently numerous, then the proof is as convincing as the proof of loaded dice from the recurrence of the same throw many times without interruption. Chance can do much, but there is a limit beyond which it cannot produce a uniform effect. In the case before us, the possession of the murdered man's watch within a few hours of the murder, and these hours the hours of the night, was a most suspicious circumstance, especially when coupled with the prisoner's solemn denial of ever having had such a watch in his possession. But We are happy to find that, notwithstanding these defects of the central legislation, the civic authorities of the city of London have shown a disposition actively to assist in the good work; and that a medical officer for the city has been appointed, in the person of Mr John Simon.
So soon as the existence of cholera in this country was communicated to London, the Board of Health sent Dr Sutherland and Mr Grainger to Hull to investigate the cases which had arisen there. On the breaking out of the disease in Edinburgh, Dr Sutherland was commissioned to proceed hither, while Mr Grainger went to Hamburg to report upon the epidemic on the Continent. A Board of Health was soon nominated in Edinburgh, which proceeded immediately to act, and would have continued to do so, had it not been discovered that, by the provisions of the act, the General Board had no authority to delegate its powers except to the parochial boards, and other already existing bodies. It is to be regretted that, in this way, much valuable time was lost, so far as the public interest was concerned. Instructions, however, have recently been transmitted to the parochial boards, of which it is to be hoped they will energetically avail themselves. In the mean time, we regret to learn that the excellent proposition, originating with the Sheriff and Lord Provost of Edinburgh, to combine the different parochial boards into a single working body for the benefit of the city at large, has been frustrated in the present case, as 
